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late the bowels, together with alfalfa or sweet clover, should be satisfactory. Some silage may be fed for its laxative properties. Many breeders feel that large amounts of silage have a tendency to make the bull pot-bellied and sluggish. Ten or 15 pounds of silage daily is sufficient. One must not lose sight of the reason for the bull's presence in the herd. He must be fit, but not fat. He must be in good solid flesh, but not beef fat. An over-fat bull might easily become irregular in his breeding habits.
The herd bull should not be allowed to run on pasture with the herd. This leads to pasture breeding. If this practice is followed, it will be impossible to keep an accurate record of the breeding dates of the cows. Heifers are frequently bred too young. The bull will disturb the peace of the herd and often injure himself. In summer, the bull will require an open shed and paddock to himself. Exercise is essential. During the winter months, he should have a box-stall in the barn. This might open into a small yard for exercise on pleasant days.
Good care and management will often prevent sterility in the bull. If an animal in good physical condition is suspected of being responsible for failure to settle the cows, he should be subjected to a careful physical examination. Sterility in the male is much less frequent than in females, but it occurs often enough to make it a factor to be investigated when sterility exists in a herd. The bull may be permanently sterile as a result of a chronic inflammation on the organs of reproduction. Some of the common pus-producing germs at times become localized in the testicles, causing sterility. The germ of contagious abortion has been known to settle in the testicles. To re-enumerate the causes of sterility in the bull, one might name certain infectious diseases such as contagious abortion and tuberculosis, old age, over-feeding with consequent lack of vigor and too little exercise.
A complete physical examination would mean observation